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Greetings from the Shaker Schools Foundation

A new school year offers new beginnings, and the Shaker Schools Foundation is pleased 
to present our new logo and a refreshed newsletter! We’re excited to share several other 
initiatives with you in this issue.

What will not change is the Foundation’s mission to provide resources that enrich the 
educational experiences of Shaker’s students. We are proud to serve the Shaker Schools, 
and ever grateful to receive support from generous donors who place a high value on the 
public education Shaker offers.    

Measuring 
what matters

All Shaker residents 
were recently mailed 
a copy of the Shaker 
Schools’ annual report, 
Measuring What 
Matters. In a statement 
accompanying the 
report, Superintendent 
Gregory C. Hutchings, 
Jr. said, “We know 
that the holistic, well-
rounded education our students receive in the 
Shaker Schools cannot be measured by a single state 
test administered months ago. That’s why we have 
developed a series of local metrics to measure our 
progress at every grade level. Our metrics identify 
our areas of strength as a district, and they show 
us where we have opportunities to improve. They 
provide a road map to help us realize our vision 
of ensuring that Shaker Heights is the first-choice 
school district for all students.”  To read the report 
online or to see the Superintendent’s full statement, 
please visit shaker.org. 
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Foundation News

 Benefactors: Arminius Foundation  |  Baker Hostetler LLP  |  Huntington Bank  |  Tucker Ellis LLP
 Patrons: Hahn Loeser + Parks LLP  |  KeyBank  |  Squire Patton Boggs LLP  |  Ulmer & Berne LLP
 Fellows:  Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield  |  Boyco!  |  Calvetta Brothers Floor Show  |  CIMA Plastics Group  |  Cleveland Music Group  |  C.P. Braman & Co., Inc     
  DDR Corp.  |  Hogan Transportation  |  Karlovec & Company Build/Design Remodel  |  Legacy Capital Partners  |  Liberty Ford Solon  |  ProEvent/MotoPhoto   
  TorqHoist, Inc.  |  University Hospitals Ahuja Medical Center   |  Van Auken Akins   |  Vorys, Sater, Seymour and Pease LLP   

The Shaker Schools Foundation is  pleased to salute its  2017  CORPOR ATE SPONSORS

A Community celebration: Shaker HC 2017

The entire Shaker community came out to honor 100 
years of Shaker graduates at the 2017 Homecoming 
Celebration, which brought together hundreds 
of Shaker students, alumni, staff, and families on 
September 22 and 23. The Foundation, Alumni 
Development Office, and District sponsored two 
major events with support from several local 
businesses. The weekend kicked off with a Friday 
night gathering at the Dealership on Lee Road featuring live music by Drew Schultz, 
Class of 2006, and his band the Broken Habits. A portion of beverage proceeds from 
the evening benefited the Foundation. A Saturday pre-game festival featured rides on 

the Euclid Beach Rocket Car, games and activities run by 
student clubs and local organizations, hot dogs on the grill 
(grilled by Foundation trustee Brian Sullivan), the East Coast 
Custard truck, and a bus tour of Shaker Heights. Based on 
the enthusiastic feedback from attendees, we look forward to 
making this an annual event! Save-the-Date: Homecoming 
2018 is September 28 and 29!

Take the Shaker 
100 Challenge

As part of the celebration to honor 100 years of 
Shaker graduates, the Foundation initiated the 
Shaker 100 Challenge: to receive 100 donations of 
$100 each with a goal of raising $10,000. To date, 54 
donors have contributed $5,600. Now, we need your 
help to reach our goal. Your gift helps to ensure that 
Shaker can offer a world-class education to all Shaker 
graduates for the next 100 years! To give, please visit 
shaker.org/foundation.

T hese Donors took the Challenge

Terri Breeden, 
Assist. Supt. Curriculum & 

Instruction

Jennie Kaffen, 
Parent

Alec Coughlin, SHHS ‘12, and 
Nikki Mercer, SHHS ‘13

Sarah Morgan,  
Parent



Make a Gift
The Shaker Schools Foundation is a 501(c)(3) non-profit and gratefully accepts 
contributions.  All gifts are tax-deductible.   Please note the following options.

• Express your appreciation of a special teacher (or teachers) through a contribution. 
Unless you request otherwise, we will share your name (but not the amount of your 
gift) with the teacher(s).  Please mail your check to the Foundation or visit shaker.org/
foundation to make a credit card gift.

• Make a legacy gift to the endowment.  Your bequest, trust, or other planned gift 
will help sustain the Foundation for the long term and ensure its ongoing service to 
Shaker’s students.  We invite you to include the Foundation in your estate planning.  

• Endow a seat in Shaker Heights High School’s Large Auditorium, in honor of a special 
teacher, in your own name, or in the name of other family members, friends, or (if 
appropriate) your Shaker graduating class. Each endowed seat has its own nameplate, 
and one seat can be named for $500.

• Participate in special projects that directly impact our students.  These include 
international travel, the Learning Garden, and the new Innovation Fund. 

Stay Connected With Us
Please visit our website at shaker.org/foundation, call us at 216-295-4329, and  
follow us on Facebook and Twitter. To receive this newsletter via email, please send  
your address to wang_h@shaker.org.
Thomas Wise, President
Holly Coughlin, Executive Director
Sue Starrett, Director of Development

Holly Wang, Development Associate
Jennifer Proe, Social Media &  
    Marketing Associate

Golf Outing 
Supports Baseball and softball

The third annual Shaker Base-
ball and Softball Golf Outing 
on September 24 at Tanglewood 
Golf Club attracted the most 
players and the largest number 
of sponsors – 20 – in its his-
tory! Proceeds from previous 
golf outings provided equipment to enhance batting 
technique, a new net in the indoor practice room at the 
High School, and a new batting cage and hitting pad at 
Lomond. These improvements benefit Shaker’s entire 

baseball and softball communi-
ties, both at the school and city 
levels. Thank you and congrat-
ulations to all the sponsors and 
participants, and especially to 
event organizers, Mike Babinec, 
Doug Lamb, and Phil Turner. 

In Tribute
In the aftermath of the sobering news about Bob Schneider’s automobile accident, many of his 
friends, students, and colleagues have been overwhelmed by concern and a desire in August to 
“do something and to express their affection for Doc.” With the blessing of Bob’s husband and 
family, the Shaker Schools Foundation is honored to invite donations to its Robert Schneider 
Choral Enrichment Fund. Created in 2015 as a tribute to Bob’s 26-year tenure as a Shaker 
educator, the fund supports our choral program through special programming.  

All gifts are tax-deductible and can be sent to Shaker Schools Foundation or made at 
shaker.org/foundation. The Foundation will share the names of all donors with Bob and his 
family. Thank you for considering this gesture of kindness.

Shaker Schools Foundation
15600 Parkland Drive,  
Shaker Heights, OH  44120  
216.295.4329

Good News
The Shaker Schools Foundation extends congratulations 
to our accomplished students and faculty!

•    Nine members of the Shaker Heights High School 
Class of 2018 have been named Semifinalists in the 
National Merit Scholarship Program: Gautam Apte, 
Daniel B. Crouse, Sarah Grube, Seamus Scanlon, 
Gabriel Sekeres, Sophia Solganik, Madeleine Suna, 
Jocelyn Ting, and Anna Walker. They will have the 
opportunity to continue in the competition for National 
Merit Scholarship awards, as well as other scholarships.

•    High School art teacher Kathleen Fleming received 
the Cleveland Clinic Foundation Civic Education 
Department’s eXpressions Teacher Celebration award. 
The eXpressions program engages students from Ohio 
and beyond in creative exploration of science and 
medicine. Ms. Fleming received the award for her long-
term involvement with the program and for her “tireless 
commitment to student achievement.” 

•    In late July, Onaway third-grade teacher Jim Sweeney 
and instructional coach Kristen Clark presented at the 
IB Global Conference in Orlando, Florida. Dr. John 
Moore, the District’s IB coordinator and High School 
DP coordinator, also presented with former IB co-
coordinator Amy Brodsky. Presenting at an international 
IB conference is a true honor, and having three of our 
teacher leaders do so is exceptionally noteworthy. 

•    Fifteen Shaker Latin students and teachers, Nora 
Murphy and Adam Fletcher, traveled to Troy, Alabama 
in July as part of the Ohio delegation to participate in the 
64th National Latin Convention. Sam Katz, Class of 2017, 
received the Doris L. Kays Scholarship at the convention.

Proudly supporting the Shaker Heights Schools 
and the Shaker Schools Foundation.

Street Sign Project
Thanks to the generosity of the City of Shaker Heights, the 
Shaker Schools Foundation has been receiving hundreds of 
street signs as part of a sign replacement project. The Foun-
dation will be offering them for sale, with all proceeds bene-
fiting the Shaker Schools. You can acquire a little bit of Shaker 
Heights – perhaps the street where you grew up, the street 
where you live, the street of your favorite school, or all three!
 
The Foundation will host a two-week online auction to sell 
the signs.  It is slated to begin in mid to late November, so that signs can be purchased as 
holiday gifts.  For news and information about the auction, please check our website, 
shaker.org/foundation after November 1.  In the meantime, start making your shopping 
list for this unique opportunity.


